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Data show that simufilam reduced seizure activity in a preclinical mouse model

Presentation also highlights favorable human safety data from 1,929 patient Phase 3 program

AUSTIN, Texas, June 30, 2025 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Cassava Sciences, Inc. (NASDAQ: SAVA, “Cassava”,  the “Company”),  a clinical-stage
biotechnology company focused on developing novel, investigational treatments for central nervous system (CNS) disorders, today announced that
the Company presented a poster at the TSC International Research Conference (TSC 2025) held June 26-28, 2025 in Bethesda, MD.

The poster, available on the Company website via this link, detailed two important observations that support Cassava’s plan to initiate human clinical
studies in H1 2026 to evaluate simufilam as a treatment for Tuberous Sclerosis Complex (TSC)-related epilepsy:

Preclinical proof-of-concept: Treatment with simufilam alleviated neuronal abnormalities and reduced seizure frequency
by 60% compared to vehicle in a mouse model of focal onset seizures.

Clinical safety: Data from two human Phase 3 studies in Alzheimer’s disease demonstrated a favorable safety profile.

“My research and collaboration with the TSC Alliance demonstrate our commitment to address the high unmet need in people with TSC-related
epilepsy. We are excited to share this research with the TSC community, including the preclinical data showing that simufilam significantly reduced
seizure frequency. Additional pre-clinical studies are underway to further confirm these promising findings,” said Angélique Bordey, PhD, Senior
Vice President, Neuroscience of Cassava.

“TSC leads to lifelong epilepsy and severe neurological issues for the approximately 50,000 patients in the US living with this rare disease. The data
we presented at TSC 2025 mark the Company’s first presentation of simufilam’s positive results in a preclinical model. These compelling preclinical
data build on favorable safety findings from prior human clinical studies and support our plan to begin our first clinical study in TSC-related epilepsy in
the first half of 2026,” said Rick Barry, President and Chief Executive Officer of Cassava.

Poster Title and Highlights:

Title: Simufilam, a small molecule, reduced seizure activity in a mouse model of focal cortical malformations and has demonstrated a favorable clinical
safety profile.

Brief Background: Tuberous sclerosis complex (TSC)-related epilepsy is a genetic disorder of the intracellular signaling pathway “mechanistic target
of rapamycin” or mTOR, caused by mutations in the TSC1 or TSC2 gene. The presence of focal malformations in the brains of TSC patients is
associated with lifelong epilepsy, leading to severe neurological issues. Recent evidence shows that expression of filamin A is increased in patients
with TSC and in mouse models that recapitulate TSC and a related mTOR disorder, focal cortical dysplasia type II.

Simufilam is a proprietary, investigational oral small molecule that is hypothesized to modulate the function of the filamin A protein.

Preclinical Data:

Studies conducted in the lab of Angélique Bordey (the “Bordey lab”), at Yale School of Medicine, form the basis of the preclinical data. The Bordey lab
showed that treating mice with simufilam, before or after seizure onset, alleviated neuronal abnormalities and reduced seizure frequency by
60% compared to vehicle-treated mice:

Simufilam significantly reduced seizure frequency (p<0.0001).

Significantly more mice achieved seizure freedom with simufilam (3/29 vehicle (saline) treated mice v. 11/32 simufilam
treated mice, p=0.0343).

While the effective dose in mice was 20 mg/kg/day, chronic oral toxicology studies showed no adverse effects at doses up to 50 mg/kg/day in rats and
1250 mg/kg/day in mice.

Looking to the future, additional preclinical studies are underway with the TSC Alliance preclinical consortium and other collaborators to explore further
simufilam's mechanism of action and its potential to treat TSC-related epilepsy.

Human Safety Data:

Data from two Phase 3 studies of simufilam in 1,929 patients with mild-to-moderate Alzheimer’s disease were also presented in the poster:

Simufilam demonstrated a favorable safety profile.

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=blhbUUfjFzYoUrbnUxCt-_o_q7vAS3e-2hkhJu5Djf7ZjOgIr4xHMb2daaSaPWGfWhKejBuA6ZiVBDZ8RHz9QqW5eltjA7QsNLZ50y0hn9qPjBWKm-h5ldxHXenfUga5UrSyZHcEcJ0BQ1Xu1qMRC2zVmhJNHp0Fq3yxtmYHJDuxODiUzBinjP0n_-kBBun5puAVg5oTupkELbi-e2vAE3z2oH0k8LDFNgCgH_noVBz2JOLTbMJ2SLc7MMkxkxmt
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=yzu9WZQ9W3MH3PE8YnegL3T3QCTAtTw94IZIJFpkqSTNOkrIhC3qGKAmioi4OfgQDpjAJQ-s5KNU8mQTB7Zp8kmDxwdU9g-BDJcm4n2qo0fRxM0rw1r3laGj_SASczGs_4Y_o3RGeV9o-SHrvpc5auM4pUvGJFz82L9mk9Wv2_Y=


Non-serious adverse events were typically mild and not considered simufilam-related.

None of the serious adverse events in these studies, or any other study, were assessed to be study-drug related.

About Simufilam

Simufilam is a proprietary, investigational oral small molecule that is hypothesized to modulate the function of the filamin A protein.

About TSC

Tuberous  sclerosis  complex  (TSC)  and  focal  cortical  dysplasia  (FCD)  type  II  are  neurodevelopmental  disorders  caused  by  mutations  in  the
mechanistic target of rapamycin (mTOR) pathway genes. These mutations lead to focal malformations of the developing cortex and seizures in 80% to
90% of patients.

Nearly two-thirds of TSC patients do not respond to antiepileptic drugs and experience lifelong seizures, leading to a spectrum of neurocognitive and
psychological disabilities and poor quality of life. Current treatments, including antiepileptic drugs, mTOR analogs, and surgery, are not fully effective,

are associated with serious adverse events, and/or are invasive.1

Cassava is initially focused on developing simufilam as a potential treatment for TSC-related seizures. According to the TSC Alliance, the disorder

affects an estimated 1 in 6,000 live births. Approximately 50,000 people in the United States and more than one million worldwide live with TSC2.

Resources:

Science Translational Medicine. 2020 Feb 19: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32075941/1. 

https://www.tscalliance.org/understanding-tsc/what-is-tsc/2. 

About Cassava Sciences, Inc.

Cassava Sciences,  Inc.  (NASDAQ:  SAVA),  is  a  clinical-stage  biotechnology  company  focused on  developing  novel,  investigational  treatments,
including simufilam, for central nervous system disorders, such as tuberous sclerosis complex (TSC)-related epilepsy, and potentially for additional
pipeline indications. Simufilam is a proprietary, investigational oral small molecule that is hypothesized to modulate the function of the filamin A protein.
The Company is based in Austin, Texas.

For more information, please visit: https://www.CassavaSciences.com
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Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements:

This news release contains forward-looking statements that may include but are not limited to statements regarding: our plans to conduct preclinical
studies of simufilam relating to seizures/epilepsy in TSC, the potential for simufilam to continue to deliver preclinical efficacy and activity related to
seizures and epilepsy in TSC, the expected timing of our plans to conduct clinical studies with simufilam in H1 2026, the potential for simufilam as a
treatment for TSC-related epilepsy and other potential indications, the potential for simufilam to continue to deliver favorable safety results, and the
timing of anticipated milestones. These statements may be identified by words such as “anticipate”, “before”, “believe”, “could”, “expect”, “forecast”,
“intend”, “may”, ”pending”, “plan”, “possible”, “potential”, “prepares for”, “will”, and other words and terms of similar meaning.

Such statements are based on our current expectations and projections about future events. Such statements speak only as of the date of this news
release and are subject to a number of risks, uncertainties and assumptions, including, but not limited to, those risks relating to the ability to advance
preclinical studies related to TSC-related epilepsy and other potential indications, the ability to successfully carry out the Company’s obligations under
the Yale License Agreement, and other risks inherent in drug discovery and development or specific to Cassava Sciences, Inc., as described in the
section entitled “Risk Factors” in  our  Annual  Report  on Form 10-K for  the year ended December 31,  2024,  and future reports  to be filed with
the SEC. The foregoing sets forth many, but not all, of the factors that could cause actual results to differ from expectations in any forward-looking
statement. In light of these risks, uncertainties, and assumptions, the forward-looking statements and events discussed in this news release are
inherently uncertain and may not occur, and actual results could differ materially and adversely from those anticipated or implied in the forward-looking
statements. Accordingly, you should not rely upon forward-looking statements as predictions of future events. Except as required by law, we disclaim
any intention or responsibility for updating or revising any forward-looking statements. For further information regarding these and other risks related to
our business, investors should consult our filings with the SEC, which are available on the SEC's website at www.sec.gov.

All of our pharmaceutical assets under development are investigational product candidates. These have not been approved for use in any medical
indication by any regulatory authority in any jurisdiction and their safety, efficacy or other desirable attributes, if any, have not been established in any
patient population. Consequently, none of our product candidates is approved or available for sale anywhere in the world.

Our clinical results from earlier-stage clinical trials or preclinical studies may not be indicative of future results from later-stage or larger scale clinical
trials and do not ensure regulatory approval. You should not place undue reliance on these statements or any scientific data we present or publish.

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32075941/
https://www.tscalliance.org/understanding-tsc/what-is-tsc/
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=J1n1duWsVmuxQHzZxwYnqA1Zh6ioAbLokWHZuSyMkZmHhcQN8DGg28ixb-RMMDI4KX1VU45WWaJTrLhUvy7CSpqaQz3tmDVue5Ix58Ow8rbHDVvfMlO9huRXhsteACNtjWIGjUqCsuGq8tJIkItaG3mkbPvltkYlfW-aBMkYy4U0d387p_iEUXeifUyP3150wWI_Gp-A3G1kioVLR5YJeMwKOl5qHSqXnuPamMkL9rxUjDzsO2LGZgb5WZgntAaa4iIQZTbIPLxBTx8dhQ8_xMz87X1R5__aZ23cp35O736ZUn9Az98As028JsTHnGK2TFErEYYa_ir7uk32yyEBF1lwYhK8Eg9Q4IZhlwgKAWZ5yuhQ348vjOecAUDtLP-KI7uG_KQ7B3l2p9KC9JSeeUKgNHV9KwlJLex-0jeRI-gjkb312ckr6JPXqbtluEJo9iKXp98UwV_FEV97aDZFGiuG3l632zf3F9SgdU7tmkekqPqJtDfyL2VtAqMdrewLt3ImxJ3VOLIhyT23JADemu4EzbSvc3WieE811NDvZRgfgVTTS5wb_2sUiy1X8o8b
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=USCcck1dZobmrKmw3aq83E2jmzwYCzKq6CGHXkeLtfKuvt3IAeHUNR5gpT3dMVCLDGqt19nupt2ca8e4ywG8jTwJ6USXDS4R7dJlq6VO_EBUKwIUu1vUD0HzG6ejw2qRDWVdObSkkmdFXFwtsNnHXXU4xXZ8mttHD0Gp2nu8k-7IshU0d_l8cKSNK6CrisvWr1iqU7iD3aHXT5MRx-J2Wo6aUbX-nUuyFhO9x4TSgkqqlXWaotuxYpg9PynmMtsWs0jZgms93TG7zXa_Vxm0VJJ0h5vufsbGFY6MIfGaqWI09p8ci1H6QYDjlhSJXMDr
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=QUsmH9HlqxlGzB5wRy-nykJd_TxHtivOji9S7RmiLiV37tfU82rXJBWk_yiQKzXT7zYQM4qixRPEsxgmPtX6zrQbd3aPsp6mkjXSsARYA7E40FMpH_8pFTSZWG75Qn8uxDttQeELC-_vO_j3WKjFif7ldXfey5HldZfJRM4ssbIja8qA84RPdVnAwDIxaYFka1BPI2WhX03felofzOSSA6ACaBwyoiWW2m17qjZsdwlxPeFSMn8c0m9PZG_HDx6p-0mEWSn2Hns_UCiJTnctVFd_fTgYKtxTKg9cy_EPUFHjPHKg5os-CTFCNMUwbTk0
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=C_p7bdlQh_8gzKl3issz0je8s5BPQj8PdeI3EPHnScZrt2jVrQ6gWcHa6IWjdlS6W72oclZif7XwvrZ6XKyX916ShGEkDMexI-I0SdJfn7FfCm8vNR25_ci8tif4M0xIOGaMCl62SSIGw4NWDgJQtadjTbELmjZZEIqdFSCyEc8a4BJDt-kM-UmEkkJ4B2OS_vhCphVnD1euJPiGMPKCtBde9tTIuUcE3AxHYlC8UlodG60PEEc_etzmaCP6Lm4vJgLTAcLZhcP_JsdfO2WYPQ==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=2hL8mIBTvuSaHpOtrClqkIAKP1PD5wVCeo1m_g0TeN5ZC1dlzg_dn206kBJ7JaMXDC1KzJiX9k_R3A6_P7EF71IvzPimduedOwTKgFVGYKkoNfabTbOEI7zpHT0aMD9KfjzkW8hvy5DjrGeyi8_yCj7AZ7TCakFPrDX8om02JWhpDiQiXzMqhu0W8SThJzcnaXdYpMx2phtu3osvmiQ4sua3Hrgab4efZ29kOsmmQIA=


We are in the business of new drug discovery and development. Our research and development activities are long, complex, and costly and involve a
high degree of risk. Holders of our common stock should carefully read our Annual Report on Form 10-K and subsequent Quarterly Reports on Form
10-Q in their entirety, including the risk factors therein. Because risk is fundamental to the process of drug discovery and development, you are
cautioned not to invest in our publicly traded securities unless you are prepared to sustain a total loss of the money you have invested.

Source: Cassava Sciences, Inc.

https://www.globenewswire.com/NewsRoom/AttachmentNg/b3eb579e-cf3b-48b9-ab0e-ae8c85caaf29

